
Arts Council of York County – SILVER

Detailed Description of the Sponsor
Since 1977, the Arts Council of York County has provided continuous support of arts education, music, theater,
dance, literary arts and visual arts, while also assisting major arts organizations in York County and the
surrounding area. They are committed to building York County as an arts destination and serve the community
through diverse arts programming and their small grants program.

Centrally located in historic Old Town Rock Hill, the Arts Council has established cultural bookends of sorts
along Main Street. On one end is the Center for the Arts, home to the Arts Council offices, classroom space,
artist studios and three gallery spaces featuring local, regional, national and international artists. The Gettys Art
Center is located on the opposite end, home to Downtown Artistry, the Rock Hill Pottery Center, and more artist
studios, in addition to a renovated historic courtroom. Both locations offer space for workshops, receptions,
concerts, meetings, and small performances, all of which have been utilized by ChristmasVille.

The Arts Council has been a supporter of ChristmasVille since Day 1, or technically, since the conception
phase. Since then, not only have they awarded funding to ChristmasVille through their small grants program
(averaging around $1,000), they have also provided an immeasurable value through waived facility rentals,
manpower for various installations, and as simple as it may sound - storage. Over 100 framed Vernon Grant
prints are stored throughout the year and strategically placed throughout Old Town Rock Hill during the
holidays to allow visitors the opportunity to capture a glimpse of the artistry of Vernon Grant and view his
hallmark collection of Santa Claus, gnomes and scenes of the holiday season.

During the 2022 Festival alone, multiple exhibits were on display, as were displays and voting for Chairman’s
Choice Santas (to determine the logo to be utilized the following year), the ChristmasVille Gingerbread Houses
and Cardboard Ornaments. They also allowed a life-size sculpture of a previous People’s Choice winner to be
displayed in the front window of the Center for the Arts throughout the holiday season.

For 17 years, the Arts Council graciously blocks out their venues during the dates of ChristmasVille, waives
rental fees, and brings in additional staff to cover as needed. A multitude of events that have brought in
anywhere from 5 to 5,000 have happened in their facilities over the years: Santa's Workshop, Festival of Trees,
vendor markets, bourbon tastings, workshops (wreath making, cookie decorating, etc.), concerts, movies, Lego
contest displays, as well as VIP parties and kick-off receptions and more!

Nominee’s Impact on the Event
With the artwork of illustrator Vernon Grant being at the center of ChristmasVille, the Arts Council is the natural
partner to not only facilitate various art-related initiatives during the Festival, but also promote them. They are a
tremendous asset in their overall reach when it comes to event promotion and marketing. Even prior to
ChristmasVille taking full shape, the Arts Council rallied as a supporter of the Festival and served on Festival
planning committees and boards.

By allowing festival organizers the ability to utilize their buildings for storage (imagine the amount of space your
home decorations take up, and now multiply that by 1,000), waived rental fees, and overall manpower, they
have provided not just a cost-savings, but a convenience that is difficult to measure. Their staff goes above and
beyond what is expected, by pitching in when a need is identified, oftentimes working when not scheduled in
order to ensure a successful event and overall Festival. Before, during, and after the Festival, the Arts
Council’s involvement isn’t something quantifiable; rather, it’s something that if removed, would be a detriment
to the overall success of ChristmasVille and those the Festival serves.






